: VOFAX 2 
e INTEL vay 28 For Release 2006/04/20 : CIA-RDP82-00457R011500100001-6 


FORM NO. 
FEB 1952 51-4AA 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


CLASSIFICATION SECRET/CONTROL -- U.S. OFFICIALS ONLY | 25X11 
SECURITY {NFORMATION 


INFORMATION REPORT jerortxo.[ | 


CD NO. 

COUNTRY Rumania . DATE DISTR. 21 April 1952 

25x1 SUBJECT Political and Economic Conditions in NO. OF PAGES 3 
Rumania 

NO. OF ENCLS. 
(LISTED BELOW) 
SUPPLEMENT TO 25X1 
REPORT NO. 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS FHFORUATION AFFECTING THE Sein OEFENSE 

OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 

AND 794, OF THE U.S. CODE, AS AMENDED. iTS TRANSMISSION GR REVE~ THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


LATION OF ITS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS 
} PROWIGITEO SY LAW. THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITEO. 


-l, Conditions in the Bucharest area, as indeed throughout the country, have been 
steadily deteriorating since 1945, but this process was ey accelerated with 
effect from the end of 1950. 


Ze This is mainly due to: - 


a. Rising prices of all consumer goods while wages and salaries have ppemetneds 
at the same level, 


b, Increased exports of food amd manufactured goods to the USSR, Flour has been 
No, 1 priority for export to the Soviet Union since early 1951; as a result, 
flour is now distributed only twice a year, for example, Easter and Christmas 
holidays, at 1 Kg. per family regardless of size. 


_ 3, The 1951 harvest in Rumania was the best since 1939, far exceeding all expectations, 

Be Even so there is no sign of any additional food being available in the country, | 
and it has since become common knowledge that almost everything has already been 
exported to the USSR. i 


4. This has ensued in increased nationalism and hatred of anything Soviet; both atti- 
tudes already strong even among the Rumanian Communists, and also in growing desire 
for war, 


5, The people are firmly convinced that war is the only possible way of liberating 
their country. It is fully realized that the Soviet Union is numerically superior, 
but the technical superiority of the West is such that the Soviet Union could not 
possibly win the war under the present circumstances, It is widely believed, how= - 
ever, that time is entirely on the side of the Soviets, and the average Rumanian 
is currently experiencing considerable fears lest the Western nations should con- 
tinue in their efforts to procrastinate the inevitable war too long. 
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The following are average monthly wages and salaries (in lei) of representa- 
tive categories of employees: = 


Category Rumanians Soviets 
Minimum Maximmm Mininan Maximum | 

Factory Directors 28,000 40,000 150,000 200 ,000 

Assistant Directors 18,000 20,000 Not. Known 

Engineers 22,000 28,000 100,000 150,000 

Foremen 10,000 15,000 

Draughtsmen ) 15,000 18,000 

Accountants ) 

Workers 3500 8,000 

Apprentices 3,000 4.,Q00 

School Teachers 7400 8,200 

Civil Servants, i.e. ) 14,000 18,000 

accountants & heads ) 
of departments ) 

Secretarial Staff,incl.) Approx, 8,000 

shorthand typists 

Bus drivers and ) 6,000 8,000 

conductors ) 

Railroad engineer 6,000 8,000 - 

Shop assistants 8,000 9,000 

Waiters (male & female) 8,000 9,000 N.B. : - Tipping is 

: strictly prohibited in all 
catering establishments, 

House servants None known to 

exist. 

Doctors ~ State practice 16,000 18,000 N,B. : ~ Most doctors, 
however, have also a prie 
vate practice, earning 
normally between 40,000 
and 50,000 lei per month, 
The normal charge is 500 
lei per visit. 

Dentists — State practice 12,000 14,000 NB. : = Like doctors, 


practically all dentists 
have also a private prace 
tice. A normal filling 
eosts 1000 lei. 
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The following compulsofy deductions are known to be made from che wage of a 
worker earning 8,000 lei per month: - 


a lO lei per month for Trade Union membership. 


be 500 lei per month for the Scantsia and the Viata Sindicala NEWSpPEpers. of 
this sum the newspapers retain 240 lei, and the remaining ig 260 Lei are paid 
to the State as a form of income tax, 


No deductions are made for income tax, nor for any form of national health 
insurance, 


Housing Facilities: 


a. Housing accommodations are very limited and strictly eouiaeried through 
the medium of the Accommodation Control Office (Oficiu De Inchirie Spatiu 
Locative), a department of the Ministry of Interior, A married couple with- 
out chiidren is normally allotted one room, sharing kitchen, toilet and, if 
available, a bathroom with the occupants of the other rooms in the flat or 
house, 


b. In Bucharest, the Accommodation Control Office has a branch office in every 
guarter of the city; smaller towns and villages usually have one office only, 
These offices keep a register and detailed plans of every existing room with- 
in their area of responsibility. Accommodation can be obtained only on 
application to these offices, An ordinary typewritten form is used for 
this purpose. Party and Government officials are per force given preferen- 
tial treatment. If any of these requires accommodation, and a suitable 
place is currently occupied by an unemployed person, a private employee 
or a non=Party member, the latter is evicted on 24 hours notice. He re~ 
ceives no assistance from the authorities to find an alternative, but can 
apply to the Accommodation Control Office in the normal manner. 


¢. Single people, especially State employees (including students et cetera, ) 
are usually accommodated in hotels. 


d. Nobody is allowed to move from one place of abode to another without prior 
approval by the Accommodation Control Office, 


6, lodgers are permitted, but they must bé registered in the normal manner with 
the above-mentioned office and pay for their accommodation to the State and 
not to the landlord. The latter consequently seldom accepts lodgers, 


f. It is not possible to live illegally owing to frequent checks by the Militia, 
Even temporary guests must be registered with the Militia within 24 hours of 
arrival, 


Furniture is expensive. Average prices for medium quality new furniture are as 
follows: = 


Wardrobe 15,000 lei 
Double bed (without mattress) 15,000 lei 
Mattresses 10,000 to 25,000 lei 


Practically all foreigners had been given the choice of accepting Rumanian 
nationality or being expelled. Western nationals are allowed to take with them 
all their possessions including furniture, but no jewelry, gold or gold watches, 
Greeks, Armenians, and Jews are allowed 40 kgs, of luggage per person only. 
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